
Workshop on Peace and Justice Education: 
Composition of Syllabus and Training for Teachers 

 
Our target for this program is to develop a local peace and 
justice education curriculum, implement it in 3 schools as 
pilot project, offer it to some organizations and the local 
government to be multiplied in other schools, and 
encourage/advocate the local government to incorporate 
the peace and justice education into formal local 
curriculum. 
    
To reach the targets, we organized Peace and Justice 
Education Workshop: Development of Curriculum and 
Training of Teachers in May 2008. The five days workshop 
have involved 35 participants consisted of representatives 
of students, teachers and head masters of the high schools, 
representation of local NGOs, and staff of the Education 
Department of Kabupaten Aceh Barat. They are from Aceh 
Jaya, Aceh Besar, Aceh Utara, Pidie, and Banda Aceh. 
 
The workshop was  facilitated by SUNSPIRIT’s core team and 
assisted by 4 speakers: Theresia Indira Shanti, S.Psi. ,M.Si 
(education/psicology),  Michael Mueller (Peacebuilding), 
Zulkarnaen, SHI (religious perspective), and  Agus Nur Amal 
(cultural activist). 
 
For this workshop, SUNSPIRIT developed “elicitive method” 
(as initiated by well known peace expert Johan Galtung) 
where the participants are encouraged to learn from their 
own deposit of experience, knowledge, and cultural context 
and formulate their own theory. The inputs from outsides 
are only as comparison and examples. Consequently, the 
workshop was highly participatory. The role of speakers 
were only  to provide basic information on the topics and 
the participants have to  encourage the participants to find 
out the whole picture by themselves.  
 
At the beginning the participants were unhappy about the 
process, because unlikely other workshops they have joined 
before, in this workshop the speakers did not gave the 
answers they wanted on their questions. As the opposite, 
the facilitators from SUNSPIRIT kept saying that as teachers 
and students,  as practitioners and people who lived in Aceh, 
they know better how to develop peace curriculum in Aceh 
context. We also encourage the contribution of students as 
well as teachers and headmasters. At the third day, they 



realized that during this process they have learned a lot of things by themselves, not from what the 
speakers told them.  
 
Participants recognized in the evaluation that this kind of workshop with the participative method is 
indeed a very good one, a new one for them. They would like SUNSPIRIT to organize this kind of 
workshop for their colleagues in their areas. They also hope that this program would be implemented in 
schools, because a lot of programs were forgotten after some workshops.   
 
As the result, 5 topics of peace and justice education were developed during the workshop (in form of 
ready to be used syllabus for 5 class process). At the same time, this was also a socialization of our 
programs for schools and NGOs and training for teachers and volunteers for peace and justice education 
program.  
 
 
SUNSPIRIT will work more on the topics and will distribute all the materials to schools in early July. Three 
schools in Meulaboh will implement the curriculum in the new school year of 2008-2009 with the 
assistance of SUNSPIRIT. While other schools and NGOs from Aceh Jaya, Lhokseumawe, Sabang, and 
Banda Aceh participated in the workshop also commit to implement this curriculum. Next workshop on 
evaluation and development of further topics will be held 3 months from this first workshop.  
 
The process was not as smooth as we expected.  Only 5 topics were developed out of the 8 targeted. 
However it was a good learning process for participants and speakers, because this is their first 
experience using this kind of method in a workshop, where participants were expected to speak and do 
more, while speakers were expected to speak only the basic things and encourage participants to 
explore more.  

 


