
Debate Competition 
on “Peace and Justice Education” 

for High School Students in Meulaboh 

 
As pre-condition for the formal Peace and Justice Education in High Schools and in commemoration of 
the National Education Day, 2 May 2008, SUNSPIRIT working together with the Education Department of 
Kabupaten Aceh Barat held a Debate Competition on Peace and Justice Education. The participants are 

students from 8 high schools in Aceh Barat. The high schools are: SMA Negeri 1, SMA Negeri 2, SMA 
Negeri 3, SMA Negeri 4 Wira Bangsa, SMK Negeri 2, SMK Negeri 3, MAN 1, SMA Negeri 1 
Bubon. 
 
In the competition, every school sent 3 students assisted by one teacher. The one day debate was 
divided into 3 rounds; with 3 different topics: ( 1)Youth and Peace in Aceh, (2) Is the Peace Curriculum 
Urgent for Schools in Post-War Aceh?, (3) How My School Implement Peace Education. 
 
   

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  
The students prepared themselves for about 2 week (with the assistance of SUNSPIRIT). We provide 
summary of peace education materials and various books from our Peace Library. On the day of the 
debate, they were presented with the topic of the debate, 1 group (pro) facing the other group (contra). 
The jury judged the process by considering some aspects, such as peace content, scientific attitude, 
argument, and not pointing at personal but at the opinion of the person. Participants who passed the 



first round will go to the second round, and the winner of group A and group B in the second round will 
face each other in the final round, where they have to present ideas on how peace education should be 
implemented in schools, and argue at each other’s opinion.  
 
All participants showed good arguments, and could share their ideas in a very good manner. They were 
also supported by the teachers and some students from their schools.  The result of the debate judged 
by 4 jury has placed SMA Negeri Wira Bangsa Meulaboh as the winner, followed by SMA Negeri 2 
Meulaboh as runner up. The competition was also recorded by Radio El Sagoe, and has been 
broadcasted the day after on 3 May 2008 for one hour.  
 
The students  and teachers said in the evaluation that this is a good program, and they would like to 
participate in this kind of program more often. They also ask about the chance to work with local radio 
for this kind of program to be held regularly. 
 
The students and teachers are now aware about peace education in schools, and in fact some students 
have great ideas on how they will promote this in their schools.  
 
We saw the chance of doing this kind of program regularly, to promote peace education in other high 
schools, and to raise awareness on peace education as a formal subject in schools. 

 


