
Cultural Activities for Peace 
 

As result of our peace building through cultural approach since 2006, the Communities we assisted have 
develop Komunitas Seni Damee Meulaboh (KSDM-Meulaboh Peace Art Community) and organize a 
performing art for peace in Jakarta and Banda Aceh in addition to Aceh Cultural Festival for Peace 
planned to be held in December. The aim of the events is reach broader audience and get the message 
of peace to middle and high level groups of leaders and peace stakeholders or ex-conflict parties. The 
plan is to bring the voice of the people to be heard in provincial and national level through a Cultural 
Performance for Peace in July 7-9 (in Graha Bhakti Budaya Jakarta) and August 15 (in Banda Aceh). 
 
For this activity we work together with various parties such as KSDM, Acehnese Artist in Jakarta, Cultural 
Activist in Meulaboh, District Government of Aceh Barat, Jakarta Art Council, Acehnese Communities in 
Jakarta, HIVOS, and some embassies.  SUNSPIRIT’s team in Meulaboh assist the KSDM in organizing the 
communities and prepare the performance. SUNSPIRIT’s team in Jakarta organize the collaboration with 
various parties for the performance in Jakarta.   
 
The title of the performance is SHE LAGGE Performance, a contemporary dance theatre rooted in 
Acehnese traditional art. Forty  persons, man and women, young and old, from conflict affected rural 
communities in West Aceh will participate in the performance with Maintaining Peace as  its main story. 
Besides team from SUNSPIRIT, some young Acehnese cultural activist in Jakarta and in Meulaboh get 
involve in the production process. 
 



SHE is Acehnese word means “shift to give space for others”. LAGEE is style, attitude, way of acting. SHE 
LAGEE promotes the style of move to give space for new possibilities and openness to change to give 
space for peace.  Through combination of contemporary and traditional Acehnese coreography, songs, 
musics, and theatre, the ambassador of peace from the communities in Aceh would like to express their 
hope and expectation for the sustainability of peace process. They wish to remind the elites and the 
leaders from both parties of the commitment signed in Helsinki. They will ask those who are in power to 
put an end to all old style in dealing with conflict and to commit to non-violence and peaceful conflict 
resolutions to solve the existing problems. All the political intrigues and unfair completion toward power 
should be replaced by spirit of collaboration and dialog.  
 
Looking back to our program since the beginning; we realize that a small initiative we started with the 
communities in Meulaboh in 2006 has grown into a big program. The commitment of the communities 
and some individuals in Meulaboh for peace trough art program is outstanding. We do hope that in the 
future, more parties—especially local ones— support this program, to become community driven peace 
building. 
  

 

 


